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Overview

Economic Census & Related Census 
Bureau Data
What are microdata?
Uses and sources of microdata
Working with microdata



Pulling it all together – one problem

Want to know about the taxicab 
industry in the New York City area

How big is the industry?

How diverse is it?
Where does it get it’s revenues

Who works in it?
Who are its customers?



Economic Census Basic Concepts

Economic vs. Demographic data
Units of measurement
Industry Classification
Geography



Economic / Demographic Data

Economic Data – Data about businesses
Number of employees

Payroll

Demographic Data – Data about people
Age, race, gender
Number of workers

Earnings and income



Establishments vs. Firms

Establishment – A single business at a 
single location.
Firms – All establishments under a 
common ownership.



Industry Classification

Each establishment gets classified 
based on its primary product

ONE Industry per establishment

Different establishments in a firm may 
have different classifications



NAICS

485310

48531

4853

485

48-49

Code

Taxi Service CanU.S. 
Industry

Taxi ServiceIndustry

Taxi and Limousine ServiceIndustry 
Group

Transit and Ground Passenger 
Transportation

Sub-
sector

Transportation and 
Warehousing

Sector

TitleLevel



Political Geography

States
Counties
Economic Places

Cities and Villages over 2,500 people

Towns over 10,000 people
Remainder of towns or counties over 
10,000 people



Statistical Geography
Core-Based Statistical Areas

Socio-economic integrated areas
Based on counties

Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MeSA)
Urban core of 50,000 or more

Metropolitan Divisions
Sub-divisions of VERY LARGE MeSAs

Micropolitan Statistical Areas (MiSA)
Urban core of 10,000 to 49,999

Combined Statistical Areas
Socio-economically integrated MeSAs and MiSAs





Industry Sampler

Overview of industry 
Data from a number of reports
Accessing this on Census.Gov











Non-employer statistics

County based
From Schedule C tax returns
Must have at least $1,000 revenues
How many non-employers
Revenues





Geographic Area Reports

Content
Establishments

Payroll
Employment

Revenues

Geography
Varies by sector





Product Lines

Shows sources of revenue for industry
Shows which industries have revenue 
from a given activity 





Competition

Revenues data
Other industries with revenues from 
taxicab service





Legal form of organization



Miscellaneous Subjects

Industry specific topics
Examples 

Square footage of retail stores
Number of guestrooms

Average cost per meal
Revenues by class of customer



Who owns taxicabs



Other Economic Census Data

Concentration of firms
Firms by revenue category
Firms by employment category
Survey of Business Owners



Current Economic Data
County/ZIP Business Patterns

Annual
Contents

Establishments
Payroll
Employment
Establishments by employment size category

Statistics of US Business
Industry specific for US
Sector specific for states



The demographic side

Who works for the taxicab industry?
Who uses taxicabs to get to work?

Limited data in Census Reports
Microdata files allow more detailed 
tabulations


